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Beneficiaries living in long-term care facilities have 





Total Number of FFS
Beneficiaries, 2006: 
35.8 million
Total Medicare FFS 
Spending, 2006: 
$270 billion
NOTE: Excludes Medicare Advantage enrollees’ spending.  Excludes Medicare prescription drug spending.




Total Number of FFS
Beneficiaries, 2006: 
35.8 million
Total Medicare FFS 
Spending, 2005: 
$270 billion
Beneficiaries living in long-term care 
facilities at any time in 2006
Beneficiaries living in long-term care facilities 




















































    
Average Medicare spending is about 2-times greater
for beneficiaries living in long-term care facilities 





NOTE: Includes beneficiaries who were in long-term care facilities as of January 1, 2006, including those who died before the end of 2006. 
Excludes Medicare Advantage enrollees’ spending.  Excludes Medicare prescription drug spending.
SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey Cost & Use Files, 2006.
Never in a LTC 
Facility 
Total Lived Full Year in Long-
Term Care Facility
Died Before End 
of Year
Exhibit 2
Beneficiaries Living in Long-Term Care Facilities, 2006 
Average spending = $7,552




















17% in top decile
of Medicare 
spending
A disproportionately large share of Medicare beneficiaries 
in long-term care facilities are in the top quartile 
and top decile of Medicare spending, 2006




long-term care facilities 
as of January 1, 2006
1.2 million 0.5 million
NOTE: Includes beneficiaries who were in long-term care facilities as of January 1, 2006, including those who died before the end of 2006. 
Excludes Medicare Advantage enrollees’ spending.  Excludes Medicare prescription drug spending.
SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey Cost & Use File, 2006.
Exhibit 3
Hospitalizations account for the largest share of average 








NOTE: Includes beneficiaries who were in long-term care facilities as of January 1, 2006, including those who died before the end of 2006. 
Excludes Medicare Advantage enrollees’ spending.  Excludes Medicare prescription drug spending.  SNF is skilled nursing facility.  DME is durable 
medical equipment.



























1.7 million 0.5 million1.2 million
Beneficiaries in long-
term care facilities as 



















































Beneficiaries living in long-term care facilities have high 















NOTE: Includes beneficiaries who were in long-term care facilities as of January 1, 2006, including those who died before the end of 2006.  
Excludes Medicare Advantage enrollees.  Excludes Medicare prescription drug spending.  
SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey Cost & Use Files, 2006.
Percent of beneficiaries with at least one Medicare-covered: 
NOTE:  Percentages may not sum due to rounding.  Includes beneficiaries who were in long-term care facilities as of January 1, 2006, including 
those who died before the end of 2006.  Excludes Medicare Advantage enrollees’ spending.  Excludes Medicare prescription drug spending.  SNF is 
skilled nursing facility.  ER is emergency room.
SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey Cost & Use Files, 2006.
Beneficiaries in long-term care facilities with 
ER, hospitalization, or SNF use often have 













1 event only 2+ events
38% have 1 or more hospitalizations
Average Number of Inpatient Days, 2006: 13 days
27% have 1 or more SNF stays
Average Number of SNF Days, 2006: 40 days
41% are readmitted
36% have 2 or more SNF admissions
51% have 1 or 
more ER visits


























































    
Decedents in long-term care facilities have higher 
rates of ER, hospital, and SNF use than beneficiaries 



















NOTE: Includes beneficiaries who were in long-term care facilities as of January 1, 2006, including those who died before the end of 2006.  
Excludes Medicare Advantage enrollees’ spending.  Excludes Medicare prescription drug spending.  SNF is skilled nursing facility.  ER is emergency 
room.
SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey Cost & Use Files, 2006.
Percent of beneficiaries with at least one: 
Average Medicare spending in the months following transition 
to a long-term care facility is higher than average spending 






1 Month 2 Months 3 Months 4 Months 5 Months 6 Months
New transitions who survive for at least 6 months:
NOTE:  New transitions includes all beneficiaries who survived for at least six months after transitioning to the long-term care facility in 2003-2006.  
Beneficiaries living in a long-term care facility for at least one year includes only beneficiaries in a facility as of January 1, 2006 who survived for at 
least one year.  Excludes Medicare Advantage enrollees’ spending.  Excludes spending for prescription drugs, hospice, and home health.
SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey Cost & Use file, pooled 2003 - 2006.





























































































































































































































































































































   
   





   
   






   
   






   
   






   
   






   






   
   




















   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   






   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   












   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   























   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   




























































































   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   











   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   






















   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   





























































   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   













   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   












   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   




















   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   



















   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   






















   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   























































   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   
   



















   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   























































   
   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   
   












   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   
   




   
   




   
   
   













































































































































































































   
   



























   
   
   







   
   
   
   











   
   
   





















































































































































































































































   
   
   







   
   
   
   











   
   







 The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
Headquarters
2400 Sand Hill Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
phone: 650.854.9400  
fax: 650.854.4800
Washington Offices and
Barbara Jordan Converence Center





The Kaiser Family Foundation is a non-profit private operating foundation, 
based in Menlo Park, California, dedicated to producing and communicating 
the best possible analysis and information on health issues.
This publication (#8109) is available on the Kaiser Family Foundation’s website at www.kff.org
